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From: Linda Elento [threestars@hawaii.rr.comj
r—~Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2010 10:17AM

rfl
To:
Cc:

Subject: public testimony today 2p bill 15 section 7

DearCity Council:

WE SUPPORTUSINGFUNDSFORRECREATIONFOROURKEIKI WITH
DISABILITIES WHO HAVE NO OTHERPLACE TO GO TO LEARN, PLAY, AND BE
SUCCESSFUL.

TheParks& Recreationcentersandprogramsarethe only programsthatour9-year-oldsonhas
beenableto participatein aroundour communitiesdueto his disabilitiesincludingDown
syndrome.

We haveconsistentlyexperiencedthe recreationprogramsfor oversix yearswith theassistance
of the TherapeuticRecreationoffice. TheDepartmentofHumanServicesnor theDepartmentof
Educationhadsuccessfullyincludedhim in programswith regular/typically-developing
children.Someprivateandnon-profitorganizationsdid notevencall usback.Therecreation
centersare flexible andprovideefficient andqualifiedassistancewhenrequired(andfollowing
federal/statelaws for accesswhich we appreciategreatly).We wantto continueparticipating,as
we seeour sondevelopandgrowandlearnthroughtheParksandRecreationdepartment--

SummerFunat ourpublic elementaryschools
Swimming lessonswith extratime andassistance
Tiny Tot andSportsSkills classesfor preschoolers
Flag football, SignLanguage,Arts classesafterschool

Thankyou for continuingto providetheseprogramsfor childrenwho arenotableto go

anywhereelsefor learning,fun andcommunityactivities.

Submittedby:

LindaElento
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